GOOD MORNING & WELCOME

Welcome to everyone joining us for worship this morning. Whether or not you consider yourselves
members of this congregation, we are glad you are here. If the flow of worship should seem
unfamiliar to you, relax and let God’s presence envelop you, without a worry about when to stand,
sit or kneel. If you are new to St. John’s, please sign our guest register.

**Please silence all cell phones and other noise-making devices
before the start of the service. Thank you.*

The Rev. Nathan Carr - Vicar
The Rev. Lisa Chronister — Deacon
The Rev. William Font — Deacon
Cynthia Cortright D.M.A. — Organist / Choir Director
Daisy Leyva-Lara, Children’s Coordinator

Serving Today:
Guest Preacher and Celebrant — The Rev. David Thomas

Cantor - Doug Rogez
Greeters / Oblationers — Pat Greaves and Mark Anderson
Lay Readers - Beverly Bradley, Pat Greaves,
and Aaron Mooney
Acolytes - Thomas Howard, Birch Kolb,
Charley Kolb, and Truitt Kolb
Children’s Activities — Volunteers

St. John'’s Episcopal Church
5401 N. Brookline Ave.
Oklahoma City, OK 73112
Telephone: 405-943-8548
Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
or by appointment

Nancy Jones - Office Manager
Email address: stiohnsokc@yahoo.com
Web site: stjohnsokc.org
Facebook page: facebook.com/stjohnsokc
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The Fourth Sunday After Pentecost — Year A
Rite Il - Holy Baptism and Eucharist - June 25, 2023 - 10:15 AM

The Word of God

Prelude
Processional The Hymnal, #537
537 The Church’s Mission
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Words: Samuel Wolcott (1813-1886)
Music: Meoseow, melody Felice de Giardini (1716-1796); harm. The New Hymnal, 1916,
based an Hymns Ancient and Modern, 1875, and Lowell Mason (1792-1872) G4, G664



Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are
hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may
perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

Gloria The Hymnal, S280

Glory to God in the highest,
and peace to his people on earth.

Lord God, heavenly King,

almighty God and Father,
we worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory.

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God,
you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us;
you are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer.

For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

Celebrant: The Lord be with you.
People: And also with you.
Celebrant: Let us pray.

Collect of the Day

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to help and
govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving-kindness; through Jesus Christ
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

We Proclaim and Respond to the Word of God
The First Lesson Genesis 21:8-21

The child grew, and was weaned; and Abraham made a great feast on the day that Isaac was weaned.
But Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, playing with her son
Isaac. So she said to Abraham, “Cast out this slave woman with her son; for the son of this slave woman
shall not inherit along with my son Isaac.” The matter was very distressing to Abraham on account of his
son. But God said to Abraham, “Do not be distressed because of the boy and because of your slave



woman; whatever Sarah says to you, do as she tells you, for it is through Isaac that offspring shall be
named for you. As for the son of the slave woman, | will make a nation of him also, because he is your
offspring.” So Abraham rose early in the morning, and took bread and a skin of water, and gave it to
Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, along with the child, and sent her away. And she departed, and
wandered about in the wilderness of Beer-sheba.

When the water in the skin was gone, she cast the child under one of the bushes. Then she went and sat
down opposite him a good way off, about the distance of a bowshot; for she said, “Do not let me look on
the death of the child.” And as she sat opposite him, she lifted up her voice and wept. And God heard the
voice of the boy; and the angel of God called to Hagar from heaven, and said to her, “What troubles you,
Hagar? Do not be afraid; for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is. Come, lift up the boy and
hold him fast with your hand, for | will make a great nation of him.” Then God opened her eyes and she
saw a well of water. She went, and filled the skin with water, and gave the boy a drink.

God was with the boy, and he grew up; he lived in the wilderness, and became an expert with the bow. He
lived in the wilderness of Paran; and his mother got a wife for him from the land of Egypt.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 Inclina, Domine

1 Bow down your ear, O Lord, and answer me, *
for | am poor and in misery.

2 Keep watch over my life, for | am faithful; *
save your servant who puts his trust in you.

3 Be merciful to me, O Lord, for you are my God; *
| call upon you all the day long.

4 Gladden the soul of your servant, *
for to you, O Lord, | lift up my soul.

5 For you, O Lord, are good and forgiving, *
and great is your love toward all who call upon you.

6 Give ear, O Lord, to my prayer, *
and attend to the voice of my supplications.

7 In the time of my trouble | will call upon you, *
for you will answer me.

8 Among the gods there is none like you, O Lord, *
nor anything like your works.

9 All nations you have made will come and worship you, O Lord, *
and glorify your Name.

10 For you are great;
you do wondrous things; *
and you alone are God.

16 Turn to me and have mercy upon me; *
give your strength to your servant;
and save the child of your handmaid.



17 Show me a sign of your favor,

so that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed; *
because you, O Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

The Second Lesson

Romans 6:1b-11

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go
on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into
his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we
have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from
the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin,
once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves dead to sin and

alive to God in Christ Jesus.

The Word of the Lord.
People Thanks be to God.

The Sequence Hymn

1 The King of love my shepherd is,
whose goodness faileth never;

| nothing lack if I am his,

and he is mine for ever.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth,

and where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft | strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,

and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.

The Hymnal, #645

4 In death's dark vale | fear noill
with thee, dear Lord, beside me;
thy rod and staff my comfort still,
thy cross before to guide me.

5 Thou spread'st a table in my sight;
thy unction grace bestoweth;

and oh, what transport of delight
from thy pure chalice floweth!

6 And so through all the length of days
thy goodness faileth never:

Good Shepherd, may | sing thy praise
within thy house for ever.

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
People Glory to you, Lord Christ.
The Holy Gospel Matthew 10:24-39

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; it is
enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household!



“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret that will
not become known. What | say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear whispered, proclaim
from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can
destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to
the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of your head are all counted. So do not be afraid;
you are of more value than many sparrows.

“‘Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, | also will acknowledge before my Father in
heaven; but whoever denies me before others, | also will deny before my Father in heaven.

‘Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to bring peace, but a sword.

For I have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of
me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.”

Deacon The Gospel of the Lord.

People Praise to you, Lord Christ.

Sermon The Rev. David Thomas
The Nicene Creed BCP 358

We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven:
by the power of the Holy Spirit
he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.



On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the Scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.
He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

The Prayers of the People
Form | BCP 383

With all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the
Lord, saying "Lord, have mercy."

For the peace from above, for the loving-kindness of God,
and for the salvation of our souls, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the world, for the welfare of the Holy Church
of God, and for the unity of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Poulson our Bishop, and for all the clergy and people, let us pray
to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Joe our President, for the leaders of the nations, and for all in
authority, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For Oklahoma City, for every city and community,
and for those who live in them, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the good earth which God has given us, and for the
wisdom and will to conserve it, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For those who travel on land, on water, or in the air,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.



For the aged and infirm, for the widowed and orphans, and
for the sick and the suffering, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the poor and the oppressed, for the unemployed and the
destitute, for prisoners and captives, and for all who
remember and care for them, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

For all who have died in the hope of the resurrection, and for
all the departed, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For deliverance from all danger, violence, oppression, and
degradation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

That we may end our lives in faith and hope, without
suffering and without reproach, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Defend us, deliver us, and in thy compassion protect us, O
Lord, by thy grace.
Lord, have mercy.

In the communion of the Blessed Virgin and of all the saints, let
us commend ourselves, and one another, and all our life, to
Christ our God.

To thee, O Lord our God.

We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins.
Silence may be kept.
Leader and People say together.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,

by what we have done,

and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us;

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your Name. Amen.

The Celebrant adds a concluding Collect.



Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you in
all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen.

The Celebrant may add sentences from scripture.

Celebrant The peace of the Lord be always with you.
People And also with you.
Announcements

Birthday and Anniversary Blessings

Blessing Prayer

O God, our times are in your hand: look with favor, we pray, on all those celebrating birthdays and
anniversaries. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace; strengthen their trust in your
goodness, and in their hearts may your peace, which passes understanding, abide all the days of
their lives, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Offertory

Celebrant All things come of thee, O Lord.

People And of thine own have we given thee.

Offertory Anthem Promised Land Natalie Sleeth
St John's Choir

Brother, sister, lend an ear,
I'm headin’ for the promised land!
Troubles soon will disappear,
I'm headin’ for the promised land!

When I reach it there will be
love and happiness awaitin’ for me,
Come along and you will see!
I'm headin’ for the promised land!

I'll be singin’ freedom’s song.
I'm headin’ for the promised land!
That the place where | belong
I'm headin’ for the promised land!

I'll get there one day | know;
now I've started, I'm a rarin’ to go
where the milk and honey flow.
I'm headin’ for the promised land!

O, listen, don't you hear that trumpet,
sounding forth the call?
O, children, won't you rise and follow,
one and all?



Better days are now in view,
I'm headin’ for the promised land!
All my dreams are comin’ true,
I'm headin’ for the promised land!

Want to leave the past behind,
face the future with a hopeful mind.
Peace and joy I'll surely find.
I'm headin’ for the promised land!
Doxology The Hymnal, #380 (Verse 3)

The Great Thanksgiving

Eucharistic Prayer B BCP 367
The people remain standing. The Celebrant, whether bishop or priest, faces them and sings or says

Celebrant The Lord be with you.

People And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.

People We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People It is right to give him thanks and praise.

Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.

Here a Proper Preface is sung or said on all Sundays, and on other occasions as appointed.

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name:

Celebrant and People

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

The people stand or kneel.
Then the Celebrant continues

We give thanks to you, O God, for the goodness and love which you have made known to us in creation; in
the calling of Israel to be your people; in your Word spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word
made flesh, Jesus, your Son. For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to
be the Savior and Redeemer of the world. In him, you have

delivered us from evil, and made us worthy to stand before you. In him, you have brought us out of error
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life.



At the following words concerning the bread, the Celebrant is to hold it or lay a hand upon it; and at the
words concerning the cup, to hold or place a hand upon the cup and any other vessel containing wine to be
consecrated.

On the night before he died for us, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks
to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given
for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Therefore, according to his command, O Father,

Celebrant and People

We remember his death,
We proclaim his resurrection,
We await his coming in glory;

The Celebrant continues

And we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, O Lord of all; presenting to you, from your
creation, this bread and this wine.

We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts that they may be the Sacrament of
the Body of Christ and his Blood of the new Covenant. Unite us to your Son in his

sacrifice, that we may be acceptable through him, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit. In the fullness

of time, put all things in subjection under your Christ, and bring us to that heavenly country where, with all
your saints, we may enter the everlasting heritage of your sons and daughters; through

Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of the Church, and the author of our salvation.

By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father,
now and for ever. Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us;



People Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia.

Agnus Dei

The Hymnal, $163

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: have mercy upon us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world: grant us peace.

We Share the Gifts of God

Holy Communion

Communion Hymn

1 Surely itis God who saves me;
trusting him, | shall not fear.

For the Lord defends and shields me
and his saving help is near.

So rejoice as you draw water

from salvation's living spring;

in the day of your deliverance

thank the Lord, his mercies sing.

Post Communion Prayer

Let us pray.
Celebrant and People

Eternal God, heavenly Father,

you have graciously accepted us as living members
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ,

and you have fed us with spiritual food

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.

Send us now into the world in peace,

and grant us strength and courage

to love and serve you

with gladness and singleness of heart;

through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Hymnal, #679

2 Make his deeds known to the peoples:
tell out his exalted Name.

Praise the Lord, who has done great things;
all his works his might proclaim.

Zion, lift your voice in singing;

for with you has come to dwell,

in your very midst, the great and

Holy One of Israel.

BCP 365



Recessional The Hymnal, #675
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Dismissal Response: Thanks be to God
Postlude



PRAYER REQUESTS

Please hold these souls in your ongoing prayers:

Bob

Beverly Bradley
Braiden

Lewis Honor Carr
Stephanie Dunham
Ed

Sharon Ellington
Joyce Ezell

Jim Freeman

Tom Freeman
Myrna Gowman
John Greiner
Steve Hammontree
Jean Inge

Jessica

Judd

Sarah Kramer

Denys Lenets

Jean Ledet & Chad
Dixon

Kara Lynn

Tony Marruchella

Leland Mayo

Betty & Delbert Millican
and Ryan Lightfoot

Trish Morgan

Paul Mosier

David Nelson

Joy Nelson

The Nichols Family

Pam

Babette Patton

Patty

Priscilla and Ron Pierce

Monte Pratt

Mary Anne Reed
Mathew Reynolds
Kathleen Rhodes
Rob, Ruthie and
Samuel
Adrienne Robertson
Betty Sinclair
Family of Kenneth
Sosna
John Steward and
Lee DeWitt
Martha Steward
Nancy Steward
Ed Tebow
Donna Walters
Sarah Tracy
Mary Jo Watson
Ginny Wynn



Altar Gifts

The flowers and candle were given by Glen Fields in memory of his grandparents,
Lloyd and Lillian Fields and Goldie Walker.

If you would like to donate towards flowers in memory or honor of someone close to you,
please call Nancy at the church office. Suggested donation for the altar flowers is $50, or $10 for the
sanctuary candle.

Birthdays This Week
25 — Janice Nepveux
29 - Dana Billingsley
29 — Andrew Fuller
30 — William Fuller
30 - Greg Copeland

Announcements

Wednesday, June 28 — Lewis Honor Carr’s open-heart surgery. Please pray for him and the Carr family
on that day.

Sunday, July 2 — Fr. Willie will serve as preacher and celebrant. Please be there to support him in his first
service as an ordained priest.

In the Narthex, you will find several items of interest on the front table. Weekly Pet Blessing flyers,
Online Membership Directory forms, candles for your pleasure, and confirmation certificates for our January
confirmands. Please take flyers out to spread the word of the Blessings, and, if you haven't already,
complete an online form so we can have a correct listing for you and yours.

Several announcements will be made in the Fab Friday — BC Clark donation, information about the
state of homelessness in OKC, an announcement of the Grace Church Yukon fundraising coming up soon,
and information about the EFM class and how to get involved. All the news on St John’s can be found
in the Fab Friday weekly newsletter. Do you get it in your inbox? If not, let us know and we will make
sure you're on the list.
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